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As soon delight them as the opera,

Where they Diogenes thought in his tub

Never so sour did look, so sweet a club.                         60

You that do suck for thirst your black quill's blood,
And chaw your labour'd papers for your food,
I will inform you how and what to praise,
Then skin y' in satin as young Loveless plays.
Beware, as you would your fierce guests, your lice,       65
To strip the cloth of gold from cherish'd Vice:
Rather stand off with awe and reverend fear,
Hang a poetic pendant in her ear.
Court her as her adorers do their glass,
Though that as much of a true substance has,               70

Whilst all the gall from your wild ink you drain,
The beauteous sweets of Virtue's cheeks to stain;
And in your livery let her be known
As poor and tattered as in her own.
Nor write, nor speak you more of sacred writ,               75

But what shall force up your arrested wit.
Be chaste Religion and her priests your scorn,
Whilst the vain fanes of idiots you adorn.
It is a mortal error, you must know,
Of any to speak good, if he be so,                                 80

Rail till your edged breath flay your raw throat,
And burn all marks on all of gen'rous note;
Each verse be an indictment; be not free
Sanctity 'tself from thy scurrility.

Libel your father, and your dam buffoon,                     85

The noblest matrons of the isle lampoon,
Whilst Aretine and Js bodies you dispute,
And in your sheets your sister prostitute.

Yet there belongs a sweetness, softness too,
Which you must pay, but first pray know to who,        90
There is a creature (if I may so call
That unto which they do all prostrate fall)
Term'd mistress, when they 're angry, but pleas'd high,
It is a princess, saint, divinity.

To this they sacrifice the whole day's light,                   95

Then lie with their devotion all night:
For this you are to dive to the Abyss,
And rob for pearl the closet of some fish.
Arabia and Sabaea you must strip
Of all their sweets, for to supply her lip;                     100